Bee-keeping-A profitable enterprise for the rural youths
Background:
Keonjhar is a tribal dominated district of Orissa situated in the central part of the state, where
majority of the population depend on agriculture and forestry for deriving their daily sustenance. Low
productivity from traditional agriculture and poor availability of NTFPs from diminishing forest cover is
seriously undermining their livelihood options. Therefore, most of the rural youths are not considering
agriculture as a remunerative enterprise and getting aliengnited from this sector. Many of them prefer
to work in un-organized sectors like mining, industry and transport and some of them even migrate to
the adjoining districts and states in search of employment. Hiralal Mohanta , one of the unemployed
youth of Sana Amuni village of Sadar block of Keonjhar district having 2 ha of cultivable upland still has
strong affinity towards agriculture and desperately looking for some technologies that can improve his
economic status.
Intervention:
With great hope he visited KVK, Keonjhar and consulted with the scientists regarding his
problem. On the request of Hirala Mohanta , KVK scientist visited the Sana Amuni village and analyzed
its agro eco system and found that the rich vegetation resources of the village will provide an ample
opportunity for bee keeping as an alternate source of livelihood. The village is situated in the vicinity of
the forests comprising of dominant tree species like Neem, Pongamia, Eucalyptus, , Palasa, etc. which
can provide nectar to the honey bees throughout the year. Besides mustard is the main Rabi crop of
the village which will have an added advantage as far as bee food is concerned. In the same year Hiralal
Mohanta participated in one on-campus training programme on bee keeping for rural youths organized
by KVK, Keonjhar. He was highly impressed by seeing the Apiculture Demonstration unit of KVK and by
getting practical training he has developed the skill of scientific bee-keeping. After getting e training he
was convinced that Bee-keeping can be a profitable enterprise which neither demand for additional
space and input nor require heavy investment to start. Rather it will supplement the farm income by
increasing the crop productivity through pollination. To start the enterprise KVK provided him one Bee
box, Bee-veil, queen gate and other equipments under FLD. To utilize his upland and simultaneously for
providing nectar and pollen throughout the year, KVK motivated him to start a mango orchard.

Output:
Within 4 years, Hiralal Mohanta has been able to mange 26 bee-colonies with net annual
income of Rs. 35,000.00 by selling 1.5 q honey and 20 honey bee colonies. Besides he has earned Rs.
40,000.00 from his 2 ha mango Orchard. All these achievements have been realized within a short span
of time. This is due to his hard work and sincerity.
Outcome:
Convinced with the multiple profit from this enterprise and by witnessing the success and
innovative ideas Hiralal Mohanta, 20 more rural youths of Sana Amuni, Sariaposi and Handibhanga
village started adopting Bee-keeping as a source sustainable livelihood with the leadership of Hiral
Mohanta and technical guidance of KVK. They realized that, this enterprise has no risk with weather
variations and market fluctuation nor needs any big investment.
Impact:
Hirala Mohanta is now a very Known face for the honey growers of the district. He is assisting
the farmers of his village and nearby villages in identification and collection of suitable bee colony from
the forest. Besides, KVK has encouraged him to be a master trainer on scientific bee-keeping and to train
the farmers under various Govt. schemes like ATMA, Watershed, CAMPA. By this way he is getting lot of
social recognition and wide spread appreciation across the length and breadth of the district which has
not only brought satisfaction for him but also provided impetus and encouragement to work further and
gain practical knowledge on bee keeping.
Conclusion:
As there is a lot of scope of Bee-keeping in Keonjhar district, unemployed rural youths and SHG
members can take up this enterprise and improve their economic condition. Besides, the role of
pollination in crop productivity is being increasingly realized in the recent years and therefore,
beekeeping can supplement the farm income by increasing the crop productivity. The native species
Apis cerena indica is highly adaptable to the local climatic condition and is a good honey gatherer
capable of producing 15 Kg honey/coloney/year. Therefore, the path shown by Hirallal Mohanta will be
a source of inspiration for others.

